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President Barack Obama’s Vision

“The state of our economy calls for action, bold and swift . . . and we will 
act, not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for growth.  
We will build the roads and bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that 
feed our commerce and bind us together.”

Inaugural Address, January 20, 2009

“Here in the country that invented the Internet, every child should have 
the chance to get online . . . That is how we will strengthen America’s 
competitiveness in the world.”

Weekly Address, December 6, 2008
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ARRA - Broadband Programs (BTOP, BIP and BDIA)

Must Spend Requirements

$7.2 billion to expand access to broadband services in the U.S.

– $4.7 billion: Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 

• Infrastructure‐Related Grants – At least $200 Million

• Public Computer Center Capacity – At least $250 Million

• Innovative Programs to Encourage Sustainable Broadband Adoption

• Up to $350 Million – Broadband Mapping and National Plan

– $2.5 billion: Broadband Initiatives Program (BIP) 
• Distance Learning 

• Telemedicine 

• Broadband Adoption
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State Role – During Step 2

Governor

List of recommended 
projects

Rank the list of 
recommended projects

Explain why each 
recommended project 

meets the greatest 
needs of the state

Up to 20 Days to 
Respond to NTIA

Receives List of 
Applicants (Oct. 15)

DIS Role
Announcements 
begin Nov. 7 on 
rolling basis (as 
funds available)

Additionally, during Step 2:
• Applicants may be required to submit additional information to further 

substantiate representations made in their application

• Supplemental information will be reviewed by NTIA with help from external 
engineering, business and subject matter experts
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OBAMA

Education Health Energy

ARRA

Broadband Technology 
Opportunities (BTOP)

Infrastructure ($1.2B)

Public Computer 
Centers ($50M)

Innovative Programs 
($150M)

Mapping (BDIA) 
($350M)

Broadband Initiatives 
(BIP)

Rural (unserved/ 
underserved)

Last Mile ($1.2B)

$400M Remote

$800M Non-remote

Middle Mile ($800M)

Programs (est.$900M)

Distance Learning

Telemedicine

Adoption of Broadband

ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
Overview of Objectives and Programs

Oct. 15 
• Governor to prioritize list of applicants for NTIA

Nov. 7
• Estimated date when awards will “begin” to be

announced on a rolling basis.  (Non-allocated funds
may be reserved for 2nd and 3rd waves of funding).

Other
• Round 3 estimated application date: end of 2009
• Round 3 estimated application date: spring 2010
• All funds distributed by September 30, 2010
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National Broadband 
Plan

State Broadband Data 
Program - (track 
deployment and 
adoption in US)

Competitive, Merit 
Based Matching Grant

Comprehensive and 
accurate state level 
broadband mapping 

data

Develop state level 
broadband maps

Help develop and 
maintain a national 

broadband map

Fund statewide 
initiatives directed at 
broadband planning

Application Deadline 
Aug. 14, 2009

5 PM (Eastern)

File Form (38 pages) 
Online

Program Narrative

Data – Access, 
Verification,  and 

Protection

Project Feasibility

Capabilities, Knowledge 
& Experience

Expedient Data 

Delivery

Repeated Data 

Updating

Planning & 
Collaboration

State-level agencies 

and local authorities

Registration 
DUNS & CCR

Electronic Signature
Letter from 

Governor

ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
National Broadband Mapping Objective

No material revisions 
for application form 
after submission, unless 
requested by NTIA
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Eligible Parties (for 
Mapping only)

Agency or municipality 
of a State

Non-profit 
organizations

Independent Agency 
or Commission

Designated entity of 
the state to receive 

the grant

Matching Funds and 
Cost Sharing

At least 20% matching In-Kind Contributions

3rd party
Non-cash property, 
goods or services

Employee or volunteer 
services 

Equipment, supplies, 
indirect costs 

Computer 
hardware/software; 

Use of facilities 

Expenditures for 
existing programs as 

part of project 
proposal

FMV of data 
previously collected

Agreement to NTIA 
Terms re 

Confidentiality and 
Nondisclosure

ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
Mapping Eligibility Requirements “to Qualify”
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There are five categories of criteria:

• Data (30%)

• Project Feasibility (30%)

• Expedient Data Delivery (20%)

• Process for Repeated Data Updating (10%)

• Planning and Collaboration (10%)

ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
Mapping Evaluation Criteria - Scoring
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Data (30%)

Must agree to provide NTIA 
with broadband data, of type 

& in format provided in 
Technical Appendix, from 

various types of broadband 
providers

Accuracy and Verification, i.e., 
methods of verifying and 

more than one way to verify 
data at any given location

Accessibility, i.e., how easily 
accessed and understood by 

public

Security and Confidentiality, 
i.e., how well applicant 

proposed to protect collected 
data, including Confidential 

Information

Project Feasibility (30%)

Budget that is reasonable and 
cost efficient, and ability to 

secure 20% non-federal 
matching contribution

Applicant Capacity, 
Knowledge and Experience

Expedient Data Delivery (20%)

Project Delivery Timeline, i.e., 
ability to meet deadlines set 

by NTIA

Nov. 1 – substantially 
complete set of data

Feb. 1 – complete project 
requirements and 

substantially complete set of 
data

March 1 - complete data 
collection (accurate as of 

6/30/09)

Process for Repeated Data 
Updating (10%)

Ability to update at least 
semi-annually for 5 years

Planning and Collaboration 
(10%)

Collaboration with state-level 
agencies, local authorities, 
businesses and non-profit 

organizations

Transparency and 
inclusiveness of process used 

to plan and execute data 
collection and state-level 

broadband mapping

Planning proposals must 
include:

(1) BDIA-related purpose

(2) Problems to be addressed

(3) Proposed solution

(4) Anticipated outcomes of 
the project, and

(5) Cost of such proposal 

Planning, i.e., how well 
planning process identifies 

issues

Service availability and gaps

Analyze problems and 
opportunities re broadband 

deployment

Determine priorities and 
resolution of conflicting 

priorities

ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
Mapping Evaluation Criteria

Awards announced Sept. 15
30 days – award documents
60 days – compliance required
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ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
Operational Issues

Administrative Obligations

• Access to records for audits, site visits, monitoring, 
and law enforcement

• Accounting, monitoring and reporting requirements

• Detailed reporting and data obligations

This document is for the limited purpose of providing an overview 
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Required 
Commitments

Project 
description 

(publishable)

Amount of 
funding 

requested

Congressional 
Districts Affected

Verification of 
Eligibility

Meets 
broadband 

speeds

Technically 
feasible

Completed in 
timeframe (2-3 

years)

Agrees to non-
discrimination

Agrees to 
interconnection

Agrees to last 
mile obligations

Other BIP and 
BTOP specific 
requirements

NTIA - BTOP Applications
Infrastructure –Commitments
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• Proposed funded service 
area description

• Service offering description 
and prices

• Technology type and 
systems design (PE 
certified)

• Timelines including key 
milestone (PE certified)

• Management Information 
(including resumes) 

• Legal opinion

• Partnerships

• Itemized budget

• Financial Data

• Additional information 
specific to BIP and BTOP 
applications

NTIA - BTOP Applications
Infrastructure – Substance of Application

Program Narrative
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• Population Served

• Hours of Operation

• Any fees charged

• Number of workstations

• Proposed speeds of 
Broadband connection

• Outreach strategy

• Training and education 
opportunities to be offered

• Qualification of consulting 
and teaching staff

NTIA - BTOP Applications
Computer Training - Specifics

This document is for the limited purpose of providing an overview 
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• Describe how approach is innovative

• Describe population to be served, including numbers of new 
users that will be reached

• Describe how project will create sustainable increases in 
subscribership

• Describe projected cost for new user

NTIA - BTOP Applications
Broadband Adoption - Specifics

This document is for the limited purpose of providing an overview 
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ARRA – Federal Funding for Broadband – 1st Wave
BTOP Evaluation Criteria - Scoring
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Additional 
Information

List of outstanding 
and contingent 

obligations

Detailed description 
of working capital 
requirements and 

fund sources

Detailed description 
of proposed 
technology

Detailed construction 
build-out schedule

Completed 
environment al 
questionnaire

Underlying 
documentations

BIP

Measureable service 
metrics and target 

service level 
objectives

NTIA can request 
more info by phone, 

or in person

States may weigh-in 
during Step 2

NTIA - BTOP Applications
Step 2:  Applicants Under Consideration – More Proof

Request for more 
information does not 
guarantee funding

This document is for the limited purpose of providing an overview 
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Project Purpose (25 points 
total)

Proportion of Rural 
Residents Served in 
Unserved Areas (5)

1 point for every 10,000 
unserved households

Rural Area Targeting (5)

1 point for every 5% 
increase in rural service 
above 75% requirement

Remote Area Targeting (5)

1 point for meeting 
minimum of 50 miles from 

non-rural area

1 point for each additional 
50 miles from non-rural 

areas

Title II Borrowers (5)

5 points to entities that 
have borrowed under 

Title II

Govt. Collaboration & 
Recovery Act (5)

Points for cooperation with 
other government programs, 

and coordination with 
Recovery Act Construction 

Projects

RUS – BIP Applications
Project Purpose - Scoring
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Project Benefits (25 
points)

Performance of Offered 
Service (10)

Last Mile 

Minimum 20mbps per 
second service = 10 pts

Wireless – minimum 
20mbps = 10 pts

Combined wireline and 
wireless above 

standards = 10 pts

Middle Mile

100mbps to all end 
points in network

Affordability (5)

Proof that proposed 
rates are affordable for 

target audience

Stronger level of 
support provided, 
higher the points

Choice of Provider (5)

Allows more than 1 
provider

Critical Community 
Facilities (5)

Discount rate packages 
at least 25% lower than 
advertised to all critical 

community facilities

RUS – BIP Applications
Project Benefits - Scoring
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Project Viability (25)

Organizational 
Capability (12)

Allows more than 1 
provider

Ability to Promptly 
Start Project (10)

All permissions 
received to start

Contractors and 
vendors ready to 

start, upon funding

Equity contributions 
have been transferred 

to applicant’s 
accounts

Project timeline and 
milestones are 

reasonable

Community Support 
(2)

Letters of support 
received from 

community leader

Disadvantaged Small 
Business (1)

RUS – BIP Applications
Project Viability - Scoring
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Project Budget & 
Sustainability (25)

Reasonableness of 
Budget (5)

Leverage of 
Outside Resources 
to Financing (10)

Extent of Grant 
Funding Needed 

(10)

100% = 0

75-100% = 1

50-75% = 3

< 50% = 4

Zero = 10 

RUS – BIP Applications
Project Budget and Sustainability
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• Try to meet more than one Recovery Act purpose

• Provide information that focuses on quality rather than quantity

• 2nd and 3rd funding rounds will be more targeted

• Applicants for other funding (i.e. not mapping) will be required to provide evidence that areas 
are unserved/underserved

• BIP and BTOP will take into consideration whether an application involves a socially and 
economically disadvantaged small business concern

– i.e.: awardee, sub-awardee, contractor, subcontractor or vendor

• Control the message and impact through VISUALS

• Tell memorable examples or stories about how your project benefits unserved/underserved 
areas

Tips

This document is for the limited purpose of providing an overview 
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• Broadband USA website:  
http://broadbandusa.sc.egov.usda.gov/

• Washington State Broadband website: 
http://broadband.dis.wa.gov/

• Contact information:
– Amy Ray, Outreach Coordinator

(360) 902-3505 or wabroadband@dis.wa.gov

Information
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